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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 
Clause 240(4) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires 
Council to refer any business to be considered when the meeting is closed to 
the public in the Ordinary Business Paper prepared for the same meeting.  
Council will discuss the following items under the terms of the Local 
Government Act 1993 Section 10A(2), as follows: 
 
ITEM 1 MID-SCALE SOLAR PLANT UPDATE 

Commercial information that would give advantage to a competitor 
of the council. 
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ITEM 1 - APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

REPORT IN BRIEF 
 

Reason For Report To allow tendering of apologies for councillors not 
present. 

Policy Implications Nil  

Budget Implications Nil  

IPR Linkage 1.2.2.1a - Facilitate Council and standing committee 
meeting processes.  

Annexures Nil    

File Number \OFFICIAL RECORDS LIBRARY\GOVERNANCE\COUNCIL 
MEETINGS\COUNCIL - COUNCILLORS LEAVE OF 

ABSENCE - 1435770 
  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT any apologies tendered be accepted and the necessary leave of 
absence be granted. 

 

GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 
 
A call for apologies is to be made. 
 
 

ITEM 2 - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

REPORT IN BRIEF 
 

Reason For Report To allow an oportunity for councillors to declare an 
interest in any items to be determined at this meeting. 

Policy Implications Nil  

Budget Implications Nil  

IPR Linkage 1.2.2.1a - Facilitate Council and standing committee 
meeting processes.  

Annexures Nil    

File Number \OFFICIAL RECORDS LIBRARY\GOVERNANCE\COUNCIL 
MEETINGS\COUNCIL - COUNCILLORS AND STAFF 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST - 2022 - 1435775 
  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Declarations of Interest be noted. 
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GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 
 
A call for Declarations of Interest. 
 
 

ITEM 3 - DECLARATIONS OF POLITICAL DONATIONS 

REPORT IN BRIEF 
 

Reason For Report To allow for an opportunity for Councillors to declare 
any Political Donations received. 

Policy Implications Nil  

Budget Implications Nil  

IPR Linkage 1.2.2.1a - Facilitate Council and standing committee 
meeting processes.  

Annexures Nil    

File Number \OFFICIAL RECORDS LIBRARY\GOVERNANCE\COUNCIL 
MEETINGS\COUNCIL - COUNCILLORS DECLARATION OF 

POLITICAL DONATIONS - 1435780 
  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT any political donations be noted. 

 

GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 
 
A call for declarations of any political donations. 
 
 

ITEM 4 - DRAFT EMISSIONS REDUCTION PLAN 

REPORT IN BRIEF 
 

Reason For Report To discuss options regarding emissions reduction 
targets 

Policy Implications Nil  

Budget Implications NIl  

IPR Linkage 1.3.2.1b - Implement the adopted actions from 
Council’s Emissions Reduction Plan (ERP).  

Annexures 1. Cabonne Council - Emissions Reduction 
Plan ⇩      

File Number \OFFICIAL RECORDS LIBRARY\ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT\PLANNING\EMISSIONS REDUCTION PLAN 

- 1438468 
  



GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT ON MATTERS FOR DETERMINATION SUBMITTED TO 
THE ENVIRONMENT, INNOVATION AND ENERGY COMMITTEE TO BE HELD ON 
THURSDAY 15 SEPTEMBER, 2022 

Page 4 

THIS IS PAGE NO 4 OF THE GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT ON MATTERS FOR 
DETERMINATION TO THE ENVIRONMENT, INNOVATION AND ENERGY COMMITTEE OF 
CABONNE COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON 15 SEPTEMBER, 2022 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the committee discuss different emission reduction targets for inclusion 
in draft Emissions Reduction Plan for consideration by Council. 

 

DEPARTMENT LEADER - INNOVATION & TECHNOLOGY'S REPORT 
 
Following the presentation of Council’s Draft Emissions Reduction Plan by 
100% Renewables at council’s August workshop, council should decide 
whether to include any specific emission reduction targets in the Emissions 
Reduction Plan. 
 
100% Renewables have included the following recommendations in the draft 
plan regarding emissions reduction targets: 

 Align with NSW State Government targets for net zero carbon emissions 
by 2050. 

 Set or reaffirm targets linked to council’s Renewable Energy Action Plan, 
for example to source at least 50% of its power from renewable energy. 

 Develop interim emissions reduction goals linked to what is feasible for 
waste emissions reduction in response to the NSW Waste and 
Sustainable Materials Strategy 2041. 

 
Breakdown of emissions for the 2019 Financial year: 

 
 
100% Renewables also recommended the following actions: 

 Implement the REAP as adopted in 2020, including renewable energy 
power purchasing and mid-scale solar, 

 Develop a fleet low emissions / EV transition strategy and integrate into 
fleet planning, 

 Align waste management strategies with the NSW Waste and 
Sustainable Materials Strategy 2041, including emissions reduction 
targets from higher diversion rates, organics composting and waste 
reduction, 
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 Evaluate opportunities for eliminating residual emissions through 
offsetting or the development of local carbon sequestration opportunities 

 
Points for discussion: 

 Council is, through its new electricity contract, already committed to 
purchasing approx. 49% of its electricity from renewable sources, this is 
8% of Councils total emissions (based on 2018/19 year). 

 The renewable energy generated from the proposed solar plant at the 
Eugowra Sewer Treatment Plant is estimated to offset approx. 3,000 
tonnes of CO2, or 33% of council’s emissions. 

 60.9% of council’s emissions can be attributed to landfill, which is difficult 
to reduce on its own and any attempts to reduce emissions in this space 
would need to consider waste management contracts and would likely 
be reliant on larger State driven schemes and strategies. 

 It may be that council is lacking the information required to set any 
targets at this time. 

 
 

ITEM 5 - ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT UPDATE REPORT 

REPORT IN BRIEF 
 

Reason For Report To provide information to the committee regarding 
activities within council's Envornmental Services 
Department. 

Policy Implications Nil  

Budget Implications Nil  

IPR Linkage 3.2.1.3a - Conduct community education activities to 
promote recycling.  

Annexures 1. 'Love Your Leftovers' poster ⇩   
2. Yeoval transfer station income Jan-Aug 

2022⇩      

File Number \OFFICIAL RECORDS LIBRARY\WASTE 

MANAGEMENT\CAMPAIGNS\NETWASTE - 1435760 
  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be noted. 

 

DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER - CABONNE SERVICES REPORT 
 
The following report has been complied by the Environmental Services 
Department Leader to provide the committee with a departmental activity 
update. 
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NETWASTE COMMUNITY EDUCATION PROGRAM - ACTIVITY REPORT 
As part of the Netwaste joint regional council’s waste education plan it has 
recently launched the ‘Love Food Hate Waste’ - Food Waste Reduction 
Campaign. The aim of this campaign is to develop an online, community 
inspired ‘Love Your Leftovers’ recipe book. 
 
Netwaste has provided council with media materials such as a media release, 
recipe template, website content, social media posts, campaign banner and 
logo in order to promote the campaign. Attached is a copy of the promotional 
poster for the information of the committee. 
 
YEOVAL TRANSFER STATION 
Council has been conducting a study of the use vs costings of Yeoval transfer 
station, this has taken in the past 8 months of use and costings. The report 
(attached) reveals that the facility (currently operating one day per week) is 
running at a heavy loss, and there is a limited number of local residents using 
the facility. This is considered to be due to the Yeoval community have access 
to, and utilising, the 2 bins domestic waste system that is in place and using the 
Cumnock waste facility for any bulky items. 
 
To operate at a cost neutral level council needs to consider both the community 
benefit of operating the site one day per week, and the actual cost of operating 
the transfer station. The facility has transitioned over recent years from a landfill 
site to a transfer station, with the use of the site monitored. Previously open two 
days a week – and with weeks recorded where no mid week access to the site 
was generated, council reduced opening days from two days per week to one 
day per week. Data indicates minimal use of the transfer station site is currently 
required by the community.  
 
The next steps will be to consult with the Yeoval community in regard to making 
the transfer station a fortnightly service and explaining the reasoning behind the 
decision.  
 
There is also opportunity to investigate additional initiatives to encourage 
recycling and proactive waste management within the community; such as 
implementing a quarterly voucher system for rural landowners to enable free 
access to the Cumnock landfill facility for disposal of bulk waste items. This may 
be a model for implementation as an annual initiative across the shire at each 
of the landfill sites.  
  
DOMESTIC KERB SIDE WASTE STREAM COMPOSITION - 
CONTAMINATION AUDIT 
 
As part of the Netwaste audit program Envirocom Australia has conducted a 
composition audit of the domestic kerb side waste stream in Cabonne Council. 
The audit occurred during July and August 2022 and encompassed both the 
domestic kerb side residual waste and recycling streams (both the red and 
yellow lid bin system). 
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The rate of contamination in the recycling stream was observed to be 16.05%. 
The Netwaste objective is a contamination rate of below 10%. 
 
The audit of the general waste collection indicated that 67.69% of the waste 
material was recoverable. This was generally compostable materials and 
recyclable materials.  
 
Grad samples were taken from JR Richards kerb side delivery vehicles and the 
samples hand segregated to determine composition of the waste stream. 
 
Recyclable paper constituted 9.6% of the total waste stream and over half of all 
resource lost within the general waste stream. Other common recyclable 
material was polypropylene packaging and steel cans. 
 
Acceptable recycling materials comprised 83.95% of the recycling stream with 
recyclable paper accounting for almost half of the stream. Recyclable glass was 
the next most common material at 19.7%. The proportion of contamination was 
16.05% comprising residual materials ie broken glass. Other plastic and 
bagged garage were also prominent contaminants. 
 
The audit findings indicate opportunity to encourage residents to separate 
greenwaste from general waste for delivery to the Molong greenwaste site or 
similar, as well as the opportunity for community education programs on 
composting options.  Further education on recycling of plastic / paper and steel 
materials will  assist in reducing contamination of the recycling stream 
component of the domestic waste service. 
 
COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION - CONTAMINATION LEVEL OF RECYCLING 
(YELLOW BIN) DOMESTIC SERVICE 
 
During 2021 it was identified through the NetWaste Joint Recycling Contract 
Management Committee (which consists of 11 participating Councils with kerb 
side recycling services), that contamination has risen in the dry recycling 
service. The quality of the material collected must be further improved to reduce 
contamination.  
 
Most councils have reported some higher contamination of the dry recycling 
collection service over the last 2 years. It has been difficult to pinpoint the cause, 
however, it has become apparent that more cross regional messaging and 
alignment is required to lower the current state of contamination, in both dry 
recycling and food and organics collections.  
 
To move contamination below 10%, and to develop more continuity within the 
system, the Netwaste regional discussions have centred on the importance of 
educating the resident extensively, and to try and stem the contamination 
issues. The process requires the issuing of correspondence from JR Richards 
to the resident, drawing their attention to the presence of bin contaminants, and 
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providing additional information to encourage correct separate of waste 
materials. This engagement process aims to correct inappropriate use of the 
domestic waste service, to educate the community, and to maximize recycling. 
All efforts are made to keep the bin in circulation, with removal the very last 
option.  
 
This unified messaging will enable councils that share similar services, to have 
the same messaging regarding managing kerb side contamination. This will 
enable more targeted stakeholder engagement, mirrored education, and more 
consistent information from their respective council to the customer shared 
across participating councils.  
 
A number of the JR Richards fleet trucks are fitted with the J-Track system of 
recording. This contamination evidence will differ across the region, with 
digitally recorded pictures and non-digitally recorded images (driver physically 
seeing or removing the contamination) utilized for evidence-based 
accountability. 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek council’s endorsement to a singular shared 
document, set of informative warning letters, regarding contamination. The 
purpose pf the community engagement process is to improve recovery and 
reducing contamination.  
 
The regional template will be implemented as part of the JR Richards customer 
service management practices and will be issued from their service centres. 
Other councils that wish to adopt the regional document set can access these 
documents from NetWaste’s Project Coordinator.  
 
 

ITEM 6 - MINING & ENERGY RELATED COUNCILS  DRAFT MINUTES AND 
NEWSLETTER - SEPTEMBER 2022 

REPORT IN BRIEF 
 

Reason For Report For the information of council 

Policy Implications Nil  

Budget Implications Nil  

IPR Linkage 5.5.1.c - Maintain knowledge and understanding or 
emerging environmental issues related to mining and 
energy industries 

Annexures 1. MERC - Ordinary Meeting Minutes 2nd 
September 2022⇩   

2. MERC Newsletter August 2022⇩      

File Number \OFFICIAL RECORDS LIBRARY\GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS\LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
LIAISON\ASSOCIATION OF MINING AND ENERGY 

RELATED COUNCILS - 1438667 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information contained in the report be noted. 

 

DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER - CABONNE SERVICES REPORT 
 
The minutes of the September 2022 meeting of the Mining & Energy Related 
Councils meeting held in Sydney on 2 September 2022 are attached for the 
information of the committee. Also attached is the group’s August newsletter. 
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CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
Clause 240(4) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 requires 
Council to refer any business to be considered when the meeting is closed to 
the public in the Ordinary Business Paper prepared for the same meeting.  
Council will discuss the following items under the terms of the Local 
Government Act 1993 Section 10A(2), as follows: 
 
ITEM 1 MID-SCALE SOLAR PLANT UPDATE 

(d) (ii) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the 
council (The energy market is a competative one and works 
undertaken by Council could be used to advantage another operator 
and increase the risk of failure or increase costs of the proposed 
solar plant.)   

 
ANNEXURE ITEMS 
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